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MEDIA INFORMATION
FEBRUARY, 2009
Kia Teams Up With Giltrap
Kia is getting together with New Zealand’s most successful name in motoring, Giltrap, to further lift its presence on Auckland’s North Shore.
The high-profile Giltrap dealership on Wairau Road will become the new home of Kia on the northern side of the Harbour Bridge from March.

Todd McDonald, General Manager of Kia Motors New Zealand describes the move as a “coup” for the Korean car franchise, which is on the verge of a major expansion in this market.
“It’s the best new car showroom location on the North Shore – and one of the best in New Zealand - and, being part of the Giltrap Group, it also carries a good deal of prestige,” he says.
“We are also very excited by the opportunity to build on the Giltrap strength in fleet business, an area Kia is keen to build.”

The timing couldn’t be better, coming just ahead of the most important new vehicle launches for Kia in recent years – the all new Soul crossover and the replacement for the Cerato – plus, a shift to a new headquarters in Highbrook, East Auckland, which will also house a new car showroom.

Mr McDonald says the Giltrap move will take Kia “to the next level” on the Shore and deliver significant benefits to customers because the facility has excellent vehicle access and parking and, importantly, a large, modern service workshop at the rear of the location, which also serves Holden.
Giltrap Group joint Managing Director, Michael Giltrap, says the corner layout of the dealership will allow Holden to continue to occupy one side of the showroom, with Kia having its own presence on the other frontage.

He describes the pairing of the two brands as a good match and he adds that Kia is an equally good fit with the Giltrap Group.
“Although we are better known for our prestige vehicles, we do have a long history in other segments of the motor industry – we established Hyundai in this market, which now owns part of Kia, and we have seen the Koreans come up to challenge the Japanese in terms of quality and excellence,” says Mr Giltrap.

“We are well aware of the progress made by Kia – it’s a very good product – and the opportunity to bring the brand on board made considerable sense to us.”
The Giltrap showroom is one of the longest established dealership in Wairau Road and Mr Giltrap says the continuity of staff and the expertise within the business would provide a bonus for Kia customers.
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Further Enquiries: Todd McDonald, General Manager, Kia Motors NZ, phone 0-9-573 6070.

(Prepared on behalf of Kia Motors New Zealand Ltd by John Ellegard, Stanford James Public

Relations and Marketing Communication. Ph 09-815 0589, email john.ellegard@xtra.co.nz)






