[image: image1.emf] 



[image: image2.jpg]SUOLOW VIADD









        The Power to Surprise™
MARCH 2009
Kia LPG Hybrid Car A World First
Kia has launched the world’s first LPG hybrid car, based on a version of the new Cerato four-door sedan, also known as the Forte in Korea.

The LPG hybrid Cerato/Forte is the first step in a new programme announced by Kia to bring more alternative fuel vehicles to the market under its Eco Dynamics initiative.

Kia has also revealed that it will put the first Fuel Cell vehicle into production by 2012 as well as introducing another hybrid vehicle in 2011.

Kia says the Eco Dynamics programme will fast-track the company’s development of low-emission, fuel-efficient vehicles in the future. All hybrids, fuel cell models and other environmentally friendly vehicles produced by Kia will be identified by the Eco Dynamics badge. The first of these is the LPG/electric hybrid Cerato/Forte, which goes on sale in a few months in Korea.
The Cerato/Forte’s 1.6-litre engine has been converted for dedicated LPG running and is assisted by an electric motor that kicks in during acceleration. A new type of lithium polymer battery is used to power the electric motor – the first time these have been used commercially in a vehicle. Compared to nickel-metal-hydride (Ni-MH) batteries used by others, lithium polymer batteries provide more power in a lighter and compact package, enhancing fuel performance and freeing up more space. Kia says owners of the new Cerato/Forte hybrid would make almost 50% savings in their fuel bills compared to running the same vehicle on petrol.

Meanwhile, Kia is continuing with its development of the zero-emissions Fuel Cell technology, with the aim of introducing it commercially in 2012. Currently Kia is testing the latest version of its Hydrogen-powered Fuel Cell technology in a Kia Borrego four-wheel-drive.
The Fuel Cell-Borrego has a range of 750km on a single filling of hydrogen, which is converted into electricity to power motors to drive the vehicle – the only emissions are water vapour.

Kia has not said if the model to be produced in 2012 will be the Borego test unit or another, completely different vehicle.

Whilst New Zealand is unlikely to see the hybrids or Fuel Cell vehicles soon, Todd McDonald, General Manager of Kia Motors NZ says it is only a matter of time before the company introduces alternative fuel vehicles here.
“It’s very exciting to see Kia launching these innovative technologies into the marketplace, after years of research,” he says. “Kia takes its environmental responsibilities very seriously and this is the result of a huge investment in research and development.

“The technology developed by Kia is at the cutting edge and I am sure it won’t be too long before we see vehicles with the Eco Dynamics badge available in our market for those buyers who want to reduce their carbon footprint. We are very much looking forward to adding them to our line-up of advanced new models.”
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Photo Caption:
The LPG/hybrid Kia Forte goes on sale in Korea in August.

Further Enquiries: Todd McDonald, General Manager, Kia Motors NZ, phone 0-9-573 6070.

(Prepared on behalf of Kia Motors New Zealand Ltd by John Ellegard, Stanford James Public

Relations and Marketing Communication. Ph 09-815 0589, email john.ellegard@xtra.co.nz)
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